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army against Champa, but Che Bong Nga lay in ambush, surprised
it completely and put it to a precipitate retreat.
Du Hoang, the king of Annam, died in June, 1369. One of his
younger sons was placed on the throne by the intrigues of the
queen-mother. But Phu, the brother of the deceased king, revolted
against him, put him into prison and ascended the throne under the
name of Nghia-Hoang (1370 A.D.). The queen-mother then fled to
Champa and enlisted the help of Che Bong Nga. In 1371 the
latter sailed with a fleet ^and marched unopposed to the capital. He
pillaged the city, burnt the royal palace and returned with a rich
booty (1371),
A year later, Nghia-Koang abdicated the throne of Annam in
favour of Kham Hoang (1372). The new king resolved to avenge
the insult that Champa had inflicted upon his dynasty, and made
preparations on a large scale.
After a great deal of delay, Kham Hoang at last marched at the
head of more than 1,20,000 men in January -1377, and arrived
unopposed before the town of Vijaya which was surrounded by a
palissade. There a Cham reported to* Kham Hoang that the town
was deserted, that the king had taken to flight, and that by a quick
march he could yet overtake the king. Heedless of the prudent
counsels of his generals, Kham Hoa,ng marched with his army, which
advanced pell mell without any order or organisation^ When they
had proceeded some distance the Chams suddenly fell upon them
and intercepted their passage. This produced such a panic in tht
Annamite army that it was completely routed. The Emperor with
his two commanders-in-chief and several other nobles lay dead on
the field.
Imanediately after this great victory Che Bong Nga.sailed with
a fleet towards the capital of Annam. Gian Hoang, who was hastily
proclaimed king, made arrangements for defending it, but Che Bong
Nga entered into the town, pillaged it for a whole day, and returned
with an immense booty. Next year he again marched towards
Annam. Having conquered Nghe-An, and appointed there his own
governor, he plundered the capital and returned with an immense
booty.
Henceforth the people of Annam lived in constant terror of
Champa. The Emperor Gian Hoang removed his treasures to'tfe
mountains of Thien Kien and the caves of Kha-lang for saving the*
from the'cupidity of the Chains (1379). And it was well indeed
that he rhad done ^ so. For Che Bong Nga led a new expedition?
against Aimpa in 1380. The old king of Annam made preparation
for defending the country both by land axid sea, and at last succeeded
m inflicting a defeat upon Che Bong Nga who toojc to flight.